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Continuing our studies on utilization of the Wittig-Hormner
reaction in organic synthesis, we have examined reactivity of
a-lithium derivatives of several phosphonates towards carbonyl
compounds, by 31P NMR at low temperature (from -100°C to r.t.).
The chemical shifts § [ppm] of a few representative phosphonates
(1), carbanions (2) and betains (3) will be given.
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The stability of betains (3) will be discussed in view of
the experimental data obtained.
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